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Overview of outcomes 
Below are some of the discussions and decisions from MEPC 74 which have greater significance for current 
practices. More detail, and other discussions, are given under the relevant subject headings in the report. 

• EEDI – amendments for ice-strengthened ships were adopted. Strengthening of Phase 3 for 
certain ship types by increasing the reduction rate and/or bringing forward the start date. 
Mandatory reporting of values agreed.  

• BWM Convention – implementation of the experience-building phase, including data gathering 
and analysis. Mandatory commissioning testing agreed. Application and exemptions reviewed. 

• SOx and fuel – measures taken to address non-availability of compliant fuel oil. Work to 
consider the effects of exhaust gas cleaning system washwater was agreed for PPR 7 to perform. 
Bunker supplier licensing schemes were considered but simply noted as a best practice option 
for individual states to apply. 

• GHG emission reductions – a procedure for assessing impact on states was agreed. Terms of 
reference for the 4th IMO GHG study were agreed. Concrete proposals for short-term measures 
including speed reduction were considered but no final decisions were taken. Medium- and 
long-term measures will be addressed at future sessions. Two further intersessional working 
groups on GHG will take place before MEPC 75.  

Introduction 
MEPC 74 took place 13-17 May 2019 at IMO in London. An intersessional working group on greenhouse gas 
reduction was held in the preceding week, and MEPC 74 considered its recommendations as part of the 
overall discussions. This briefing summarises the discussions and outcomes which are relevant to the work of 
Lloyd's Register. 

Additional Information 
LR’s Agenda Preview for MEPC 74  

Decisions of other bodies 
(Agenda item 2) 

MEPC considered the outcome of LC 40/LP 13, C 121, MSC 100, LEG 106 and FAL 43 on matters of relevance to 
its work.  Among others: 

• LC40 addressed the following: 

– Marine geoengineering including ocean fertilization 
– CO2 sequestration in sub-seabed geological formations 
– Revision of the Specific Guidelines for assessment of platforms or other man-made 

structures at sea 
– Disposal of fibreglass vessels 
– Riverine and marine disposal of tailings and associated wastes from mining operations and 

deep seabed mining 
– Marine litter 
– Sewage sludge 

http://info.lr.org/MEPC-74-Agenda-Preview
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• MSC 100 addressed the following: 

– The regulatory scoping exercise for the use of maritime autonomous surface ships, in 
particular the approval of a framework for the scoping exercise 

– The concurrent approval of draft amendments to the International Code for the Construction 
and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (IBC Code) and the Code for 
the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code) 

– Matters related to safety implications associated with the use of low-sulphur fuel oil 
– The invitation to MEPC 74 to advise MSC 101 on the progress made on the new GISIS module 

for fuel oil safety matters 
– The instruction to PPR 6 to develop a joint MSC-MEPC circular addressing the delivery of 

compliant fuels by suppliers, with a view to approval by MEPC 74 and MSC 101 

Consideration and Adoption of Amendments to 
Mandatory Instruments 
(Agenda Item 3) 

MEPC adopted the following instruments which had been approved at MEPC 73, after making a few editorial 
and procedural corrections identified by the IMO secretariat: 

Entry into force: 1 October 2020 

MARPOL Annexes I, II and V (Electronic Record Books) 

Existing regulations in MARPOL Annexes I, II and V have been amended to include the use of electronic 
record books. These electronic record books are to be approved by the Administration taking into account 
associated guidelines which were approved at MEPC 74.  
 

MARPOL Annex VI (Electronic Record Books and EEDI Regulations for ice-strengthened ships) 

Concerning the electronic record books, see comments on approval by the Administration above. 
Concerning existing electronic record books, Regulation 12 of MARPOL Annex VI has been amended to 
clarify what it requires. Existing electronic ozone-depleting substances (ODS) recording systems will need 
to be re-approved in line with the agreed modifications to the Guidelines for use of electronic record 
books under MARPOL, on or before the first IAPP renewal survey on or after 1 October 2020 but not later 
than 1 October 2025. 
Regulation 19 has been amended to replace the words "cargo ships having ice-breaking capability" with 
the words "category A ships as defined in the Polar Code". 
Associated modifications to the Appendices I, VIII & X (Forms of Certificates) were also agreed. 
 

The NOx Technical Code 2008 (Electronic Record Books and Certification requirements for SCR systems)  

Concerning the electronic record books, see comments on approval by the Administration above.  
References to discharges, transfers and other operations were removed from the original definition in the 
text to make it more appropriate to the NOx Technical Code. 
An associated modification to the Appendix I (Form of EIAPP Certificate) was agreed  
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Entry into force: 1 January 2021 
 

MARPOL Annex II (Cargo residues and tank washings of persistent floating products) 

The existing regulations have been amended to include the control of discharges of cargo residues and 
tank washings of persistent floating products. The Standard Format for the Procedures and Arrangements 
Manual – Appendix IV, MARPOL Annex II has been amended to include procedures relating to the cleaning 
of cargo tanks, the discharge of residues, ballasting and deballasting for persistent floating products. 
MARPOL Annex II, Appendix VI – Prewash Procedures has been amended to include prewash procedures 
for persistent floating products. 
 

The International Code for the construction and equipment of ships carrying dangerous chemicals in bulk (IBC 
Code) 

Amendments to IBC Code chapters 1, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 21 have been adopted. Existing chapters have 
been amended to include: 

• special requirements regarding Hydrogen Sulphide (H2S) detection equipment for bulk cargoes in 
IBC chapter 15.15, with clarification that toxic vapour testing instruments provided for complying 
with the requirement in 13.2.1 of the Code which are also designed and calibrated for testing H2S 
may be used to satisfy this requirement. 

• operational requirements with regards to IBC chapter 16.2.7; 
• revised IBC chapters 17, 18 and 19. The Energy Rich Fuels have been deleted from chapters 17 and 

19. The revised chapters 17 and 18 have been revised to include the update of the safety aspects of 
the GESAMP hazard profile and therefore there are an increased number of toxic cargoes 
compared to the previous version. New cargo lists are expected to be issued before 1 January 
2021. 

MSC-MEPC.5/Circ.7 may be reissued with an updated version for the new amendments, coming into force 
on 1 January 2021. 
 

The Code for the construction and equipment of ships carrying dangerous chemicals in bulk (BCH Code) 

Existing chapters IV, V and VI have been amended similarly to the IBC Code above, to include: 
• special requirements regarding Hydrogen Sulphide (H2S) detection equipment for bulk cargoes; 
• operational requirements with regards to BCH Chapter 5.2.7. 

 
Entry into force: 1 October 2020 in association with the related convention and code amendments described 
above  

MEPC resolution on Guidelines for the use of electronic record books under MARPOL.  

MEPC resolution on Amendments to the 2017 Guidelines addressing additional aspects of the NOx Technical 
Code 2008  

In regard to particular requirements related to marine diesel engines fitted with selective catalytic 
reduction (SCR) systems (resolution MEPC.291(71)).  
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Harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water 
(Agenda item 4) 

Commissioning of Ballast Water Management Systems 

MEPC 74 considered the issue of commissioning testing as outlined in BWM.2/Circ.70 – Guidance for the 
commissioning testing of ballast water management systems; and BWM.2/Circ.42/Rev.1 Guidance on ballast 
water sampling and analysis for trial use in accordance with the BWM Convention and Guidelines (G2).  

MEPC 74 decided that commissioning testing should begin as soon as possible and agreed that it should not 
be applicable to ships that installed a BWMS and were certified for compliance with regulation D-2. It was 
confirmed that analysis undertaken in this context would be indicative. Early implementation of the 
requirements is to be encouraged, but to support this in a practical manner MEPC 74 urged administrations to 
provide the recognised organisations which act on their behalf with written and clear instructions in relation 
to the conduct of indicative analysis testing of BWMSs at the time of their installation on board ships, 
including in the event of this testing demonstrating non-compliance. 

Sampling 

In conjunction with the commissioning issue above, a proposal was considered concerning the guidelines on 
indicative sampling. It was referred to PPR 7 for further review.  

MEPC 74 also noted information on the work on the standardisation of sampling methods. 

Unified interpretations   

MEPC 74 approved the following unified interpretation: 

Updated unified interpretation of appendix I (Form of the International Ballast Water Management Certificate) 
of the BWM Convention.  

Previously, MEPC 72 approved BWM.2/Circ.66 on a unified interpretation of appendix I (Form of the 
International Ballast Water Management Certificate) of the BWM Convention concerning "Date installed" in 
relation to "Method of ballast water management used".  In the updated unified interpretation approved by 
MEPC 74, the references to Res.MEPC.279(70) (2016 Guidelines for approval of ballast water management 
systems (G8)) are updated to Res.MEPC.300(72) (Code for Approval of Ballast Water Management Systems). 

MEPC 74 considered but did not approve at this session the following UI: 

Unified interpretation of ballast water capacity in the International Ballast Water Management Certificate. 
Submissions on this were invited to PPR 7 to allow further consideration. 

Application and exemption   

MEPC 74 considered several proposals related to the application of the BWMC and exemptions from its 
requirements, and decided as follows: 

• Trading between ports with ballast water reception facilities. This paper was noted for the 
interested parties to take forward themselves. 
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• Specific ship type issues for multipurpose salvage ships and rescue tug boats. After extensive 
discussion it was decided that existing guidance such as BWM.2/Circ.44 could be amended to 
address this matter, and proposals to this effect were invited for PPR 7.  

• Proposals for improving application of the same risk area approach for exemptions from ballast 
water management were reviewed and further submissions were invited in future  

• Proposals for the application of regulations A-3.4 and A-3.5 of the BWM Convention were 
reviewed but MEPC 74 decided not to amend these regulations.  

• Proposed Amendments to the form of the International Ballast Water Management Certificate 
(IBWMC) of the BWM Convention were drafted.  

• A report on the same risk area activities was noted.  

Other technical discussions 

• Information on ballast water exchange, plus treatment, was noted.  

Approval of ballast water management systems (BWMSs)   

MEPC 74 reviewed applications for review of BWMSs in accordance with the G9 guidelines. These systems 
were reviewed and approved (or not approved) as given below. 

Basic approval 

• FlowSafe ballast water management system 
• CleanBallast® - Ocean Barrier System 

Final approval 

• Envirocleanse inTank™ BWTS (Bulk Chemical Variation) 
• MICROFADE II Ballast Water Management System 
• Purimar™ ballast water management system on freshwater. (The original Final Approval of the 

Purimar™ Ballast Water Management System is granted an extension of use in fresh water.) 
• JFE BallastAce® - note that MEPC 74 agreed with the proposal that approval should not be 

granted to this system 

MEPC 74 noted information provided by administrations on type approvals: 

• In accordance with MEPC.174(58) – 2008 G8 guidelines 

– ERMA FIRST BWTS ballast water management system 

• In accordance with MEPC.279(70) – 2016 G8 guidelines 

– Envirocleanse inTank™ Electrochlorination Ballast Water Treatment System  
– BalClor® Ballast Water Management System  
– HiBallast™ Ballast Water Management System  
– OceanGuard® Ballast Water Management System 
– CompactClean ballast water management system 

Approval of reception facilities 

• Statement of Compliance with Guidelines (G5) of the Bawat™ BWMS Mk2 Mobile Treatment Unit 
for ballast water.  
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Others 

• A proposal to establish a ballast water exchange zone was noted without further discussion.  

Air pollution and energy efficiency  
(Agenda item 5) 

Additional Information 
For additional information on this item please refer to 

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for PPR 6 
Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for ISWG-AP-1 

 

MEPC 74 addressed the following topics under this agenda item. Detail on the outcomes is provided in the 
relevant sections below. 

• Outcome of PPR 6 on matters related to the agenda item, in particular relating to the output on 
consistent implementation of regulation 14.1.3 of MARPOL Annex VI; 

• Draft best practice for member states/coastal states, taking into account the report of the 
correspondence group on fuel oil quality; 

• Outcome of MSC 100 on its consideration of safety implications associated with the use of low-
sulphur fuel oil; 

• Proposals on how to enhance the implementation of regulation 18 of MARPOL Annex VI, in 
particular on fuel oil quality and reporting of non-availability of compliant fuel oils, including the 
enhancement of the GISIS MARPOL Annex VI module to support data collection and analysis; 

• Final report of the correspondence group on EEDI review beyond phase 2; 
• Proposals for the development of draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI on strengthening EEDI 

phase 3 requirements; 
• Draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI to make the reporting of EEDI values mandatory; 
• Proposals on the use of shaft power limitation concept in calculating the attained Energy 

Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) for new ships; and 
• EEDI information provided by the Secretariat. 

Fuel and SOx control  

Discussions on fuel have been taking place at various other IMO bodies, including at PPR and MSC. 

MEPC 74 approved draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI, with a view to adoption at MEPC 75. The 
amendments consist of the following parts: 

• MARPOL Annex VI regulation 2; New definitions on “Sulphur content of fuel oil”, “Low-flashpoint 
fuel”, “MARPOL delivered sample”, “In-use sample” and “On board sample” are added. 
Regarding sulphur content, ISO standard (ISO 8754: 2003) is referred to in a footnote. 

• MARPOL Annex VI regulation 14; New paragraphs regarding "In-use and on board fuel oil 
sampling and testing” and “In-use fuel oil sampling point” are added. More detail is below. 

• MARPOL Annex VI regulation 18; In paragraph 8.2, the term “an Administration” is changed to “a 
Party”. 

• MARPOL Appendix VI; Verification procedures for a MARPOL Annex VI fuel oil sample revised 
analysis approach for both the MARPOL delivered sample and the onboard and in-use samples. 

http://info.lr.org/PPR-6-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/PPR-6-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/ISWG-AP-1-Summary-Report
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Discussions at PPR have addressed the globally unified implementation of the 2020 low sulphur fuel 
requirements, including implementation guidelines. MEPC 74 considered these guidelines and decided as 
follows: 

• Draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 14 (SOx and particulate matter):  

– Draft new paragraphs 8 and 9 are added for ‘In-use and on board fuel oil sampling and 
testing’. The verification procedure part 2 is to be followed in the new Verification 
procedures of Appendix VI of MARPOL Annex VI. For the test results, 95% confidence will be 
allowed (limit X +0.59R) and the acceptable sulphur limits are extended to 0.11% and 0.53% 
for 0.10% and 0.50% respectively. The laboratory is to be accredited to ISO17025:2017. 

– Draft new paragraphs 10, 11, 12 and 13 are added for ‘In-use fuel oil sampling point’. The in-
use fuel oil sampling point should be fitted or designated and refer to 2019 Guidelines 
(MEPC.1/Circ.864/Rev.1). The sampling point is to be fitted or designated no later than the 
first renewal survey that occurs 12 months or more after the entry into force of this 
regulation. Regulations 10 and 11 are not applicable to those using low flash point fuel. 
When analysis of the representative sample is carried out, it is to be done in accordance with 
the ’verification procedure part 1’ in the newly developed Appendix VI of MARPOL Annex VI. 

• MEPC Circular related to the enhanced implementation of regulation 18 of MARPOL Annex VI, 
particularly reporting into IMO’s GISIS database. Regulation 18 addresses fuel oil availability and 
quality. MEPC 74 agreed to issue a circular “Reporting of data related to fuel oil availability and 
quality in GISIS to promote greater understanding of the consistent implementation of the 
0.50% M/M sulphur limit under MARPOL Annex VI”.  

• It was agreed to set up a correspondence group, led by the IMO Secretariat, to continue working 
on identifying issues associated with the GISIS module and possible improvements. The CG will 
report to MEPC 75. 

• Providing information on fuel in GISIS.  In addition to the circular above, the IMO Secretariat 
were instructed to make some improvements to the GISIS module in order to address some 
observations on its features and ease of use. This includes, amongst others, updating the types 
of fuels and sulphur contents that are listed, allowing for multiple ports to be entered in a single 
entry and alignment with the draft fuel oil non-availability report (FONAR). 

• Given that MEPC and MSC are both addressing aspects of these issues, the IMO Secretariat 
agreed to report to MEPC 75 with a preliminary overview of the fuel oil quality and availability 
data currently available in GISIS as well as an overview of the module, and to advise MSC 101 on 
the progress made on the module on fuel oil safety measures. MSC 101 will consider this update 
when discussing the safe operation of ships in relation to use of low sulphur fuel. 

• MEPC 74 finalised draft 2019 Guidelines for consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit 
under MARPOL Annex VI. The guidelines encourage development of a ship implementation plan 
for the ship, in order to prepare for the sulphur content limit requirement. Survey and 
certification by flag administration and port state control actions are included. The non-
compliance of ship or fuel oil supplier will be reported and shared through IMO GISIS. A fuel oil 
non-availability report (FONAR) is introduced, to be used to provide evidence if a ship is unable 
to obtain compliant fuel oil. 

• Draft 2019 guidelines for port state control under MARPOL Annex VI, developed by PPR, were 
reviewed and finalised. These cover the items of Chapter 3 of MARPOL Annex VI address and 
specify: 

– If an exhaust gas cleaning system (EGCS) is installed on board, the relevant documents to be 
inspected; 

– If a Tier III engine is installed on board, the relevant documents to be inspected; 
– The scenario of a discrepancy between the bunker delivery note (BDN) and an independent 

test result for the ship fuel oil; 
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– The scenario of non-availability of compliant fuel oil being claimed (through FONAR). 

• Draft guidance for port state control on contingency measures for addressing non-compliant 
fuel oil were finalised. These include guidance that the ship and port state should communicate 
in case of non-compliant fuel oil found. Some contingency measures are given and it is advised 
that the port state, flag state and the ship should work together to agree on the most 
appropriate solution.  

• A draft MEPC circular on Verification procedures for a MARPOL annex VI fuel oil sample was 
reviewed and finalised. This is an early implementation circular to encourage member states to 
apply the procedures before entry into force. It refers to the verification procedure part 1 for the 
MARPOL delivered fuel oil sample and part 2 for the in-use and on board fuel oil samples. 

• MEPC 74 drafted an MEPC Circular for ‘Guidance on indication of ongoing compliance in the case 
of the failure of a single monitoring instrument, and recommended actions to take if the EGCS 
fails to meet the provisions of the guidelines’. This guidance lists some scenarios, e.g. system 
malfunction, short-term exceedances, and interim indication of ongoing compliance in the case 
of sensor failure. The ship should report to the flag and port state in case an EGCS malfunction 
lasts more than one hour or if there is repetitive malfunction. 

• MEPC 74 finalised an MEPC circular for ‘Guidance for best practice for member states/coastal 
states’. This guidance is intended to assist member states in carrying out their responsibilies 
under MARPOL Annex VI and therefore to ensure effective implementation and enforcement of 
statutory requirements, especially under regulation 18. 

 

MEPC 74 also discussed: 

• Bunker Supplier Licensing Schemes. The concept of mandatory requirements for member states 
to license bunker suppliers was proposed and was the subject of extensive discussions, 
including examples of governments which have introduced their own national schemes. MEPC 
74 was unable to decide on mandatory or non-mandatory introduction of such a scheme, so the 
issue will be returned to at future discussions including PPR 7 or MEPC 75. As a compromise, a 
reference was added in the best practice guidance mentioned above that a state may choose to 
introduce its own national scheme. 

• With regard to exhaust gas cleaning systems, a proposal for a new output on evaluation and 
developing harmonised rules and guidance on the discharge of liquid effluents from exhaust gas 
cleaning systems was considered (see agenda item 14) 

• Amendments to the 2010 Guidelines for monitoring the worldwide average sulphur content of 
fuel oils supplied for use on board ships (resolution MEPC.192(61), as amended by resolution 
MEPC.273(69)).  MEPC 74 reviewed information on the worldwide average sulphur content 
recorded during 2018. Amendments to these guidelines were approved which take into account 
the new sulphur limit of fuel oil which will come into effect on 1 January 2020. 

• The draft 2019 Guidelines for on board sampling for the verification of the sulphur content of 
fuel oil. MEPC 74 decided to refer a proposal to amend these guidelines to PPR 7 for further 
consideration. 

 

MEPC 74 approved four draft unified interpretations as follows: 

• Unified interpretation to regulation 14.1 of MARPOL Annex VI with regard to application of the 
sulphur limit to emergency equipment 

– Regulation 14.1 (The sulphur content of fuel oil used or carried for use on board a ship shall 
not exceed 0.50% m/m) should be applied to the fuel oil of emergency equipment. 
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• Unified interpretations of regulation 13.2.2 of MARPOL Annex VI in relation to the time of the 
replacement or addition of an engine 

– This is an update of an IACS UI. The UI stipulates that a 6 month period of grace was granted 
between keel laying and onboard engine testing in IACS UI MPC98 and MEPC.1/Circ.812 (Now 
MEPC.1/Circ.795 series) by indicating 1 July 2016. The amendment to the UI is made to make 
this more generic, noting that there will be another ECA taking effect from 1 January 2021.  

• Unified interpretations of regulation 16.9 of MARPOL Annex VI with regard to shipboard 
incinerators 

– For the application of regulation 16.9, the term “waste shall not be fed into the unit" should 
be interpreted as follows: 

− For continuous-feed incinerators solid waste shall not be fed into the unit when the 
combustion chamber flue gas outlet temperature is below 850°C. Sludge oil generated 
during normal operation of a ship should not be regarded as waste in connection with this 
regulation, and can be fed into the unit when the required preheat temperature of 650°C in 
the combustion chamber is achieved. 

– For the application of regulation 16.9, the term "the unit shall be designed so that the 
combustion chamber gas outlet temperature shall reach 600°C within five minutes after 
start-up" should be interpreted as follows: 

− Batch loaded incinerators should be designed so that the temperature in the actual 
combustion space where the solid waste is combusted should reach 600°C within five 
minutes after start-up. 

• Unified interpretations of regulation 13.5.3 of MARPOL Annex VI with regard to the applicability 
of recording requirements to replacements engines (Tier II) subject to resolution MEPC.230(65)) 

– The UIs clarify whether the recording requirement in regulation 13.5.3 of MARPOL Annex VI 
applies to replacement engines (Tier II) subject to resolution MEPC.230(65)*, after the 
relevant NOX Tier III emission control area takes effect. (*Res.MEPC.230(65) – 2013 Guidelines 
as Required by Regulation 13.2.2 of MARPOL Annex VI in Respect of Non-Identical 
Replacement Engines Not Required to Meet the Tier III Limit) 

These UIs will be issued as a new version (Rev.4) of MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.3.  
 
• A proposal on the possible adjustment of storage period of bunker samples on board ships 

navigating on regular routes was considered. There was discussion over whether the current 
regulatory wording actually requires the samples to be kept on board or just “under the ship’s 
control” ashore, or whether a unified interpretation is needed to allow member states to agree 
alternative arrangements in some cases. MEPC 74 decided to forward the proposal to PPR 7 for it 
to review and make a recommendation back to MEPC as appropriate.   

See also agenda item 9  (Identification and protection of Special Areas, ECAs and PSSAs) and 12 (Technical 
cooperation activities for the protection of the marine environment) for the work on the proposed emission 
control area (SOx and NOx) in the Mediterranean Sea. 

NOx control on large yachts 

MEPC 74 addressed the question of effective implementation of MARPOL Annex VI on large yachts, greater 
than 24m in length and less than 500 gt used for recreational purposes, to provide NOx (Tier III) and GHG 
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emission reductions. A 5-year extension compared to commercial vessels was previously agreed by MEPC but 
this will expire in 2021. A proposal was discussed to either further delay the application date of the rule to 
these ships, or to agree to alternative NOx emission limits for affected vessels. MEPC 74 did not agree with 
either of these options and therefore the existing extension will expire in 2021 in line with the current MARPOL 
Annex VI requirement. 

See also agenda item 9 (Identification and protection of Special Areas, ECAs and PSSAs) and 12 (Technical 
cooperation activities for the protection of the marine environment) for the work on the proposed emission 
control area (SOx and NOx) in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) and energy saving related issues 

The primary discussion points and their outcomes are given below. 

MEPC 74 approved draft amendments to two relevant regulations in MARPOL Annex VI. These were finalised at 
this meeting and are expected to be adopted at MEPC 75. 

Regulation 20 – mandatory reporting of attained EEDI values. 

In order to have a complete statistical profile of attained EEDI values and related information that will help 
member states, industry and other parties better evaluate design trends across the fleet, a new paragraph 3 is 
added to Reg.20 of MARPOL which requires mandatory reporting into the IMO GISIS database of attained EEDI 
and related information by the Administration or recognised organisation. A new section 3 and appendix 5 
were drafted to be added to the 2018 Guidelines on the method of calculation of the attained EEDI which lists 
the relevant information to be reported and standard format of submission, but approval of this section was 
deferred to MEPC 75. This requirement is applicable to ships subject to Reg.21, new buildings and existing 
ships. 

Regulation 21 – amendments to EEDI Phase 3 targets 

MEPC 74 approved the time period and the reduction rates for EEDI phase 3 requirements for certain ship 
types as shown in the table below. Table 1 of Regulation 21 will be amended to reflect these changes. In 
relation to the discussed problem facing larger bulk carriers in implementing the future EEDI requirements, 
Table 2 of Regulation 21 is also amended for bulk carriers to show that the parameter b is the same for ships 
with DWT less than, equal to or more than 279,000. 

 
Ship type 

 
Size 

Phase 3 
1 Jan 2022 and onwards 
% reduction 

Phase 3 
1 Jan 2025 and onwards 
% reduction 

LNG carrier 10,000 DWT and above 30  

Cruise passenger 
ship having non-
conventional 
propulsion 

 

85,000 GT and above 30  

25,000~ < 85,000 GT 0-30  

General cargo ships 15,000 DWT and above 30  

3,000~ <15,000 DWT 0-30  

15,000 DWT and above 30  
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Gas carrier 

10,000 ~ <15,000 DWT  30 

2,000~ <10,000 DWT  0-30 

 

Container ship 

200,000 DWT and above 50  

120,000~ < 200,000 DWT 45  

 

80,000 ~ <120,000DWT 40  

40,000~ <80,000DWT 35 
 

15,000~ <40,000DWT 30 
 

10,000~ <15,000 DWT 15-30  

 

It should be noted that further submissions may be made to MEPC 75 on some of these ship types. 
Specifically, the amendments to the alternative EEDI values for different size segments of container ships and 
the acceleration from 2025 to 2022 of the start date for EEDI phase 3 for cruise passenger ships having non-
conventional propulsion could be reconsidered before the adoption of the amendment at MEPC 75. 

• EEDI review beyond phase 2 and working toward phase 4 with associated time periods and 
reduction rates. MEPC 74 noted that the terms of reference for the correspondence group for 
EEDI beyond phase 2 were written before the IMO GHG strategy was agreed. Therefore it was 
agreed to amend them to reflect the strategy and subsequent discussions and actions, and to 
include references to the human element and resolution of any ambiguities which have been 
identified. 

• MEPC 74 noted a review of the status of technological development (Regulation 21.6 of MARPOL 
Annex VI) introduced by the IMO secretariat.  

• Due to a lack of time, consideration of a paper on technical consequences of EEDI on ship 
machinery design, including performance of components and new issues faced as a result of 
introduced changes was deferred to MEPC 75.  

• In relation to minimum power, MEPC 74 encouraged the finalisation of the guidelines on 
minimum power requirement. In parallel to this, interested parties were invited to further 
develop the shaft power limitation (SHaPoLi) concept that was proposed to this meeting. 

• A proposal on developing an EEDI calculation method for ships with non-conventional 
propulsion, intended to avoid penalising innovative and energy efficient solutions, was deferred 
to MEPC 75 due to a lack of time. 

• Due to a lack of time, a paper providing general comments of selection and availability of 
technologies was deferred to MEPC 75 for consideration.  

• Due to a lack of time, a paper on clarification of ship types for EEDI application was deferred to 
MEPC 75.  

• Developing an EEDI calculation method for ships with non-conventional propulsion. Due to a 
lack of time, consideration of this issue and two associated papers were deferred to MEPC 75.   

• A secretariat update paper on the model training course 4.05 was deferred to MEPC 75 due to 
lack of time.  

• MEPC 74 finalised draft amendments to the 2018 Guidelines on the method of calculation of the 
attained EEDI for new ships (MEPC.308(73)). Amongst others, these amendments add: a new 
correction factor (fm) of 2.2.19 in the EEDI formula to set a 5% margin from the reference line for 
ice-classed ships of IA Super and IA; and a new appendix 5 (standard format to submit EEDI 
information). A new section 3 for mandatory reporting of attained EEDI values and related 
information was drafted but approval was deferred to MEPC 75. 

https://docs.imo.org/Shared/Download.aspx?did=114957&from=email
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Others – ozone-depleting substances 

MEPC 74 noted an update from the IMO secretariat on ozone-depleting substances, relating to the recovery of 
halon during ship recycling.  

Further technical and operational measures for 
enhancing the energy efficiency of international shipping 
(Data Collection System) 
(Agenda item 6) 

Additional Information 
For additional information on this item please refer to 

Lloyd’s Register CO2 Verifier: One simple way to comply with two regulations 
 

Due to a lack of time, MEPC 74 did not address this agenda item. All the papers were deferred to MEPC 75 for 
consideration and further action. 

Reduction of GHG emissions from ships 
(Agenda item 7) 

In the week immediately before MEPC 74, the fifth intersessional working group on greenhouse gas (ISWG-
GHG 5) took place. Under IMO procedures, ISWG-GHG 5 could not make final decisions on behalf of IMO but 
instead it made recommendations for MEPC 74 to consider, therefore the overall final outcomes and ongoing 
discussions as decided by MEPC are introduced here.  

MEPC 74 addressed the following: 

• An update by the secretariat on the outcome of relevant UNFCCC meetings was noted; 
• MEPC 74 considered possible work arrangements needed to facilitate the continuing work on 

this subject, including establishment of a dedicated technical working group or a new sub-
committee. It was decided to hold two more intersessional working groups (ISWG-GHG 6 and 7), 
provisionally scheduled for November this year and immediately before MEPC 75 respectively, 
and terms of reference for these meetings were agreed. 

• Proposals on candidate short-term and mid-/long-term measures were discussed in general, but 
no specific measures were agreed upon or removed from the list of options, the proposals were 
grouped by approach to assist in the organisation and streamlining of work in the next ISWG-
GHG. Short-term measures were grouped into: 

1. Improving operational efficiency of existing ships;  

2. Consideration of methane slip and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs);  

3. Consideration of proposals to encourage the uptake of alternative low-zero carbon fuels, 
including lifecycle GHG / carbon intensity guidelines for all relevant types of fuels and incentive 
schemes. 

https://www.lr.org/en/eu-mrv-and-imo-dcs-s-regulations/
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There was no substantial discussion on either mid- and long- term measures other than the 
agreement that ISWG-GHG 6 should consider proposals on the uptake of alternative low-zero 
carbon fuels.  

• MEPC 74 adopted an MEPC resolution to encourage cooperation between ports and shipping, 
“Invitation to Member States to encourage voluntary cooperation between the port and 
shipping sectors to contribute to reducing GHG emissions from ships”.  

• A procedure for assessing the impact of candidate measures on states, particularly for less 
developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing states (SIDs), was agreed and approved 
as an MEPC circular. 

• Terms of reference for the Fourth IMO GHG Study, taking into account the progress made at 
ISWG-GHG 5, were agreed. The study will provide the latest inventory and forecast scenarios for 
GHG emissions from ships.   

• Information provided by the Secretariat on the most appropriate mechanism for the 
establishment of a voluntary multi-donor trust fund to sustain the Organization's technical 
cooperation and capacity-building activities to support the implementation of the Initial 
Strategy, and the draft terms of reference for such a fund. 

• Black carbon (see agenda item 10) 
For addressing black carbon emissions, PPR 6 had identified possible candidate measures without 
further detailed assessment and requested instruction from MEPC 74. MEPC 74 considered the work of 
PPR 6 and several submissions on this subject. Terms of reference were agreed for PPR 7, to invite 
proposals and to guide consideration during the sub-committee. The initial outcomes of this work, 
possibly in a working group, will be reported to MEPC 75. At this stage, any measures arising could be 
mandatory or non-mandatory. The work will consider the candidate control measures which have 
been identified, as well as supporting measurement methods, and developing a standardised 
sampling, conditioning and measurement protocol to make accurate and comparable measurements 
of black carbon emissions.  

Please also see agenda item 12 below for relevant information in relation to IMO’s technical co-operation 
programme in relation to the GHG reduction work. 

Addressing marine plastic litter from ships  
(Agenda item 8) 

MEPC 74 considered follow-up proposals on the measures in the action plan to address marine plastic litter 
from ships (resolution MEPC.310(73)), with a view to defining the scope of work for relevant actions and 
instructing the PPR Sub-Committee or other sub-committees, if appropriate, to commence the detailed 
technical work.   

The Committee also considered the report of the correspondence group on marine plastic litter from ships, 
which has been working since MEPC 73. This was tasked, inter alia, to identify issues to be considered under 
an IMO study on marine plastic litter from ships and to develop a regulatory framework matrix identifying all 
international regulatory instruments and best practices associated with the issue.   

Plastic litter has also been addressed under the London Convention meeting which is responsible for shore 
generated waste, and the IMO Secretariat gave an update on this.  

MEPC 74 discussed this subject, including two proposals submitted: 

• Proposal to consider the adoption of an IMO strategy to address marine plastic litter from ships. 
There was general support for developing an IMO strategy on this, but MEPC 74 was unable to 
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finalise a draft during the time available, so it was agreed to set up a correspondence group after 
the meeting to continue work on this along with other activities.   

• Proposal to extend the reporting requirement in regulation 10.6 of MARPOL Annex V to include 
reporting data on discharge or accidental loss of fishing gear by the flag state to IMO via GISIS. It 
was agreed that this requirement is not well implemented globally, therefore very little data 
arising from it is available. MEPC 74 included the need to consider ways to improve this as part 
of the terms of reference for the IMO study.  

MEPC 74 agreed to establish a correspondence group to report to MEPC 75, “Correspondence Group on 
Development of a Strategy to Address Marine Plastic Litter from Ships”. 

MEPC 74 approved terms of reference for an IMO Study on Marine Plastic Litter from Ships. This will be 
commissioned by IMO if funding can be secured. The draft terms of reference for the IMO study can be divided 
into two broad elements: information on the contribution of all ships to marine plastic litter; and information 
on storage, delivery and reception of plastic waste from and collected by ships. 

Amongst others, the importance of considering containers lost at sea in order to address marine plastic litter 
was recognised and MEPC agreed to refer this to MSC as a new output request, with the intention that the CCC 
and NCSR sub-committees can review it. 

MEPC agreed to invite proposals to PPR on reporting mechanisms for accidentally lost or discharged fishing 
gear, including the challenges and benefits of such systems and existing and potential ways to encourage 
fishing vessels to report. The intention is to amend MARPOL Annex V on this subject. 

Identification and protection of Special Areas, ECAs and 
PSSAs 
(Agenda item 9) 

Under this agenda item, MEPC considers any proposals for the designation of Special Areas, ECAs and/or 
PSSAs which have been submitted. At MEPC 74, the following was noted, although due to a lack of time there 
was no further discussion: 

• Technical Feasibility Study for the Implementation of an Emission Control Area (ECA) in the 
Mediterranean Sea  

Pollution prevention and response (report of the sixth 
session of the Sub-Committee)  
(Agenda item 10) 

Additional Information 
LR’s Summary Report for PPR 6 can be found here. 

 

MEPC 74 addressed the outcome of PPR 6 and related submissions to this session, including an information 
paper on a literature review of the environmental impact of scrubbers (EGCS). 

https://info.lr.org/PPR-6-Summary-Report
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Issues arising from PPR 6 which relate to ballast water are covered under agenda item 4, and those relating to 
air pollution and energy efficiency are covered under agenda item 5. 

MEPC 74 considered a request from PPR 6 to approve a draft amendment to annex 1 (Controls on anti-fouling 
systems) to the AFS Convention to include controls on cybutryne, with a view to subsequent adoption at MEPC 
75. However, after much discussion this was not approved, in particular due to concern over the practicality of 
a retrospective requirement to mandate blasting or sealer coatings to existing ships which have applied 
cybutryne in the past. A potential conflict was also identified between the proposed amendments to Annex 1 
and article 4(2) of the AFS Convention. This will be referred back to PPR at PPR 7 for further consideration and 
reporting to MEPC 75 as an urgent matter. 

MEPC 74 considered and approved, subject to concurrent approval by MSC 101, consequential amendments 
to the 2011 Guidelines for the carriage of blends of petroleum oil and biofuels (MEPC.1/761/Rev.1) resulting 
from the inclusion of a new annex 12 on energy-rich fuels in the MEPC.2/Circular. Therefore a draft MSC-MEPC 
circular was approved on 2019 Guidelines for the carriage of blends of biofuels and MARPOL Annex I cargoes. 
The 2019 Guidelines apply to ships carrying bulk blends of biofuels and MARPOL Annex I cargoes, subject to 
MARPOL Annexes I and II, respectively. The Guidelines have been developed to clarify how biofuels subject to 
MARPOL Annex II, when blended with MARPOL Annex I cargoes, can be shipped in bulk. 

Reports of other Sub-Committees 
(Agenda item 11) 

Outcome of III 5 meeting 

Additional Information 
LR’s Summary Report for III 5 can be found here. 

 

MEPC 74 was expected to review several items and requests for agreement from III 5. However, due to a lack of 
time and noting that these items will all be reviewed at MSC 101 as well, it was decided that all consideration 
should be carried out at MSC 101 instead of MEPC 74.  

Technical cooperation activities for the protection of the 
marine environment  
(Agenda item 12) 

MEPC 74 was given information and updates on the current IMO technical co-operation programme, 
including: 

• Thematic Priorities for the Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP) for the 2020-
2021 biennium  

• Activities implemented under the IMO Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP) from 
1 January to 31 December 2018  

• Update from Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre (REMPEC) for the period 
from 1 July to 31 December 2018  
 

https://info.lr.org/III-5-Summary-Report
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• Update on major projects (1 August 2018 to 31 January 2019), which includes 

– Bio-fouling 
– Air pollution and GHG  
– Ship recycling 

• Noxious and Hazardous Substances (NHS) convention  

New work programme of the Committee and subsidiary 
bodies 
(Agenda item 14) 

MEPC 74 considered the following proposals for new work programme items and new outputs for MEPC and 
its subsidiary bodies: 

• Expanding the scope of the existing output 1.26 to include a revision of MARPOL Annex IV, 
related to sewage treatment systems. It was agreed to place this on the work programme of 
PPR, with specific instructions to consider and specify whether measures should be applied to 
both new and existing ships.  

• Proposal for evaluating and developing harmonised rules and guidance on the discharge of 
liquid effluents from exhaust gas cleaning systems (EGCS).  

– This proposed new output was discussed in light of different national or local requirements 
for EGCS washwater being introduced in some countries, and in light of differing views on 
the environmental impact of this washwater and the evidence available on its impact. MEPC 
74 agreed to add this new item to the agenda of PPR. Work will start at PPR 7, with a target 
completion year of 2021, reporting back to MEPC at a subsequent session.   

– To support the work, MEPC 74 requested the IMO secretariat to approach GESAMP with a 
request for a new task team, to assess the available evidence on the environmental impact 
of EGCS effluent, including studies, analyses and research projects, and the results of 
available simulations for predicting the environmental concentrations of target substances, 
and to report this to PPR 7. A request for funding was issued to allow this work to happen. 

• Proposal to amend MARPOL to allow the establishment of regional arrangements in the Arctic 
for port waste reception facilities. This was placed on the work programme of PPR, but noting 
the full schedule of current discussions, it will be added to the post-biennial agenda with two 
sessions allocated. 

• Proposal for a new output on development of an operational guide on the response to spills of 
Hazardous and Noxious Substances (HNS). There was significant support for this work, so it was 
added to the work programme of PPR, on the post-biennial agenda.  

• New output on amendments to regulation 13.2.2 (NOx) of MARPOL Annex VI in order to ensure 
that the installation of a marine diesel engine replacing a boiler shall be considered a 
replacement engine.   

• Review of mandatory requirements regarding watertight doors on cargo ships. MEPC 74 noted 
that this proposal is also being submitted to MSC 101, and agreed in principle that if MSC agrees 
to its inclusion as a new work programme item then MEPC should also be listed as a 
coordinating organ.  
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Any other business 
(Agenda item 17) 

Due to a lack of time, MEPC 74 did not address this agenda item. All the papers were deferred to MEPC 75 for 
consideration and further action. 
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