
Beat the compliance countdown.

IHM requirements: 
It’s time for action.



As a worldwide Recognised Organisation (RO), we are the ideal choice 
to help ensure you’re prepared: 

•  For EU flagged ships, where LR is authorised, we will 
be issuing an EU SRR statutory certificate on behalf  
of flag once the IHM has been approved and verified 
following an onboard survey

•  For non-EU flagged ships, where LR is authorised,  
we will be issuing an EU SRR Statement of Compliance 
on behalf of the flag once the IHM has been approved 
and verified following an onboard survey

•  In cases where LR is not currently authorised,  
we can issue a Statement of Compliance on behalf  
of LR. However, we cannot guarantee that this will  
be accepted by EU Portside Control (PSC) officers 
after the deadline

•  Even if your ships are flying a flag which has not 
authorised Recognised Organisations (ROs) to issue 
Certification/Statements of Compliance on the 
flag’s behalf, work will still need to be completed 
in order to be compliant

What’s happening?
From December 31, 2020, for compliance with the European 
Union Ship Recycling Regulation (EU SRR) any ship which 
is 500GT* or over, regardless of flag, will require a valid and 
certified Inventory of Hazardous Materials (IHM) on board 
if calling at an EU port or anchorage.
Non-EU flagged vessels can also be certified against the EU SRR by complying with the Hong Kong Convention 
(HKC) IHM requirements.

*Applicable ships exclude warships, non-commercial government ships, naval auxiliaries and vessels only operating in national waters.

The legislation impacts 
virtually all ships over 
500GT* entering EU 
waters – regardless of 
flag, with recertification 
required every five years



LR services are aligned to enable certification with  
all necessary legislative requirements, including the 
EU SRR. As such, any ship previously holding only 
HKC certification should be resubmitted to LR for  
EU SRR compliance checks ahead of statutory 
certification being issued.

EU SRR statutory certification is likely to require 
a full review of the IHM, associated paperwork and 
maintenance procedures to ensure compliance – 
this is because the EU SRR and HKC have specific 
yet subtly different requirements. In some cases 
the existing HKC IHM may need to be enhanced 
through sampling analysis prior to EU SRR 
certification being issued.

Protecting health, safety and the environment.
The IHM provides ship-specific information on the 
hazardous materials on board, which allows for 
safe management at end of life

What if I’ve got existing 
IHM certification?
You may still need to take action and meet the requirements 
before the end of this year because your current IHM 
certification may not be compliant with the requirements 
of the EU SRR. We’re on hand to guide you through this.



Certification benefits – 
compliance and beyond.
The compliance deadline is approaching – and if you haven’t 
already done so, you need to act to remain compliant and 
demonstrate your commitment to safety and sustainability.
If you miss the deadline to hold a valid EU SRR IHM and associated certification, you’ll be operating in breach. 
This risks delays, detainment, and dismissal at EU ports, as well as reputational damage – both within the industry  
and with the wider public. We can help you minimise risks, potential liabilities, and enhance safety – with confidence.

Beyond compliance, there’s also increasing demand to minimise the environmental and social impact of activities 
throughout the value chain. We can provide you with the tools to compile your IHM to the highest standard, whilst 
fulfilling your social and environmental responsibilities.

Minimise operational impact, 
risks and potential liabilities

Support better hazard management 
and more environmentally sound 
recycling of ships

Enhance your reputation both 
within the industry and with the 
wider public

Avoid potential detentions, delays 
and penalties at portside control

Maintain onboard safety and the 
wellbeing of your ships’ crews



How we can help.
We offer end-to-end IHM services for both LR and non-LR 
classed ships for each stage of their lifecycle – new build, 
in-service or end of life.

Certification
•  We provide certification to fulfil the requirements 

of both HKC and EU SRR

•  For newbuild ships, our surveyors check the 
compilation of the IHM throughout the build process. 
Upon delivery, if all is in order, an IHM certification will 
be issued 

•  For existing ships, our teams provide an IHM template, 
material declaration and supplier declaration of 
conformity templates and a visual sampling check 
plan to help support you with preparation of the IHM 

• Certification is valid for five years

Advisory services
•  We provide you with independent guidance and best 

practice advice around the recycling of your ships at 
end of life

Our service includes:
•  Certification for each ship against EU SRR  

and/or HKC requirements as needed 

•  An editable, electronic PDF template for you or  
your delegate to compile the IHM. This has been 
carefully designed to ensure alignment to the 
legislative requirements

•  Access to LR approved specialists to help you  
compile your IHM to the highest standard

•  Ongoing support including a user-guide to  
ensure correct compilation of the IHM and  
ongoing maintenance. Additional documents  
include templates to aid this ongoing maintenance 
post-certification  

•  A full desktop review of relevant paperwork by  
our in-house technical specialists (for existing  
ships only), in advance of on-board verification  
and certification by an LR surveyor 

We provide an 
intuitive and 
competitively 
priced 
verification, 
approval and 
certification 
service to ensure 
compliance with 
EU legislation, 
and fulfilment  
of environmental 
and safety 
considerations



Why work with us?
We are a leading IHM provider, helping you compile your IHM to the highest standard, ensuring 
legislative compliance and contributing to a safer and more sustainable shipping industry.

Committed
We’re dedicated to supporting 
sustainable ship recycling and 
helping the industry work 
together to become safer  
and more sustainable.

Value for money
LR is competitive and limits 
costs by using our experienced 
Technical Support Office (TSO) 
to manage documentation and 
minimise time spent on board. 
Our pricing is transparent, there 
are no hidden ‘maintenance’ 
costs, for example accessing 
and updating your IHM.

Independence
We maintain independence 
throughout the entire IHM 
process by preventing any 
conflicts of interest between the 
IHM specialist and the certifier.

This enhances credibility, ensures 
impartial results and delivers 
peace of mind as to the integrity 
of the certifications issued.

Responsible
We support stakeholders 
throughout the recycling supply 
chain to ensure all activities are 
environmentally sound, 
compliant and safe.

Expertise
Over 20 years’ experience 
in ship-recycling, including 
decommissioning, legislation, 
standards and practices – dating 
back to 1999 when we started 
actively working on ship 
recycling projects.

Trusted
Since 2004, more than 2,000 
ships have entrusted us to 
provide inventory certification 
services, at new construction 
and in service, regardless of  
class – helping to promote  
better hazard management  
and sustainable ship recycling.

Established
Our well-established IHM service 
offers proven and consistent 
global service delivery.

Simplicity and 
consistency
Our tried and tested, editable 
and free to use IHM template 
allows you to compile your IHM, 
maintain a traceable history of 
IHM maintenance and undertake 
ship-to-shore transfer with ease.     
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Contact your local LR office:
lr.org/en/contact-us 

Lloyd’s Register Global Technology Centre, Southampton, Boldrewood 
Innovation Campus, Burgess Road, Southampton SO16 7QF

Working together to ensure 
compliance with EU SRR.
Start planning now to avoid the rush, minimise 
risks and be part of a more responsible industry.
The deadline to hold a valid EU SRR IHM and associated certification is closer than you think. 

And with the entire compilation, approval, verification and certification process typically taking 
around 12 weeks for existing ships, we recommend getting prepared as early as possible. 

We can help you start the IHM compilation process now to avoid the vast number of ships that 
will require compliance at the same time.

Please visit lr.org/en/inventory-hazardous-materials for more information.

http://www.lr.org/entities
https://www.lr.org/en/contact-us/
https://www.instagram.com/lloydsregister/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/lloydsregister
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lloyd%27s-register/
https://business.facebook.com/LloydsRegister/
http://lr.org/en/inventory-hazardous-materials

